wardship was institutionalized via "statute."2 Stemming from Roman law,3 this system allowed for those persons born with their conditions to have the crown manage their properties for a fee, claiming all profit, and in exchange providing for the care of the mentally incompetent person. In the case of persons who became mentally incapacitated later in life, even as children, the crown exacted a fee for the guardian, but saved the profit for the disabled individual in the event that he or she got well. The king often placed relatives in the position of guardian, especially in cases of people who became mentally disabled as adults. This seems to be in part for the comfort of the mentally disabled individual and to wrap as much of the wealth from the land back into the family.4 
